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Bill to Support Important APHSA Initiative Introduced in Congress

The Modernizing the Interstate Placement of Children in Foster Care Act Will Invest $5 million to
Implement a Web-based Electronic Case-Processing System in States
WASHINGTON, D.C. – In a sign of major congressional support for the National Electronic Interstate
Compact Enterprise (NEICE), Rep. Todd Young (R-IN) introduced and Rep. Danny Davis (D-IL) cosponsored H.R. 4472, Modernizing the Interstate Placement of Children in Foster Care Act today. The bill
will authorize a federal investment of up to $5 million in the development and implementation of the
NEICE by states and counties.
The NEICE is a web-based electronic case processing system that supports the administration of the
Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC). The ICPC enables states and counties to
exchange data and documents across state jurisdictions so that children in need of foster care are able
to be placed in locations other than the state in which they currently reside. The NEICE was developed
and is supported by the American Public Human Services Association (APHSA) and its affiliate, the
Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (AAICPC) to
modernize the now antiquated ICPC.
APHSA applauds this legislation, which will facilitate state participation in the NEICE project. Speaking
on behalf of APHSA and AAICPC, Tracy Wareing Evans, Executive Director of APHSA said, “APHSA and its
members have long worked for a faster and more effective path toward stability and permanence for
the nation’s children. The NEICE is a modern day tool to make that happen.” Evans added, “This bill is
critical to the national implementation of the NEICE and complements our efforts to modernize the ICPC
by promoting policy changes and providing funding that will make it possible for states to connect to the
NEICE. Once operational, the NEICE will be a valuable tool for addressing societal challenges that put
children at risk, including the opiate and heroin epidemic, illegal rehoming of children, and sex
trafficking.”
The current antiquated ICPC administrative process keeps children in limbo for far too long while
caseworkers make copies of case files and mail them to the potential receiving state. The new case
processing system electronically exchanges data and pertinent documents across state jurisdictions. It
has been shown to be far more efficient and beneficial for children and families involved in interstate
placements than its predecessor, the ICPC. NEICE is shortening the time children spend waiting for
permanent families. It is also saving caseworkers precious time and saving states money.
###

The American Public Human Services Association (APHSA) is a bipartisan, nonprofit national organization
representing chief executives in state and local human service agencies, public child welfare
administrators, and human service program leaders. With and through our members, we support
outcome focused policies and practices, advance innovation and knowledge development, and work
with public and private networks to collectively promote better, healthier children, adults, families, and
communities
The Association of Administrators of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (AAICPC)
consists of members from all 50 states, the District of Columbia and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The AAICPC
is the national body which administers the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) and
has authority to “promulgate rules and regulations to carry out more effectively the terms and
provisions of the ICPC”). The AAICPC works collaboratively with other multidisciplinary professionals and
national stakeholders to ensure children are placed in safe and suitable homes across state lines.

