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Arkansas 
Coalition of 
Marshallese
PRESENTERS: 

LUCY CAPELLE &

HELENTEEN MCDERMOTT

Background
 ACOM RECEIVED ITS STATUS IN 2015  
 ACOM IS FORM TO EMPOWER MARSHALLESE 

COMMUNITIES IN ARKANSAS BY ENHANCING 
QUALITY OF LIFE THROUGH MEANINGFUL 
PARTNERSHIP FOCUSING ON LEADERSHIP, 
EDUCATION, HEALTH AND CULTURE WITH A VISION 
OF “A BETTER TOMORROW”.  

 ONE-STOP-SHOP:  HAVE BECOME THE SOURCE THE 
COMMUNITY RELY ON.  RECEIVE 400-500 VISITS A 
MONTH FROM COFA CITIZENS THROUGHOUT THE 
NATION.  WITHIN THE SPAN OF 4 YEARS WE HAVE 
SERVED OVER 20,000 NEEDS

BACKGROUND
• Policy work: State and National: Year 2018-Changes in ARKIDS eligibility to COFA children, including 

Marshallese.  In 2019, we have two bills in the Senate on Human Trafficking, mainly to address 
adoption issues. https://www.nwahomepage.com/news/bill-criminalizing-human-trafficking-in-the-
adoption-process-heads-to-governor-s-
desk/1915965790?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_KNWA_-_Northwest_Arkansas_News

• Financial Literacy Program: 3 educators who provide education on Budget, Credit Report, 
Homebuying, Car buying, Student Loans

• Driver’s License/Safety Course: Over 200 who has passed both the written and the driving test within 2 
years

• I94 form Border runs: Over 150 who have received their i94 documents
• Passport: Express service 
• Notary: Because of recent change in the law with language issue, having a Marshallese notory is very 

important
• Child Saving Accounts: 225 accounts to cultivate pathway to post secondary education
• Affordable Care Act: Health Insurance Enrollment for the last 4 years
• Pacific Islander Diabetes Prevention Program
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Partnership with UofA Law 
Clinic

Intra family Adoption

Data on Completed Adoption Cases               
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Challenges

 So many are on waiting lists

 Number of referral is very limited

 Petitioner can’t locate bio parents this lead taking 
slot from those who may completed the adoption 
process

Kommool tata or Thank you very much! 
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